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Films 
Out-of-the-box
 
A word by artistic director 
Rada Sesic

A strong common denominator of this year’s 
selection is marked by the notion of remembering. 
It is intriguing to observe the way our memories 
evolve, it tells us a lot about ourselves. Even for a 
spectator this will be a challenging engagement, 
because firstly, the stories of others let us observe 
that our memories are less about what we 
remember and more about who we are. Secondly, 
some of the narratives of our movies have a 
profoundly intimate angle and it is exactly that 
closeness that makes the viewer uncomfortable – 
and it is intended to.

Most of our films deal with pain – of an individual, a 
family or a nation. Given through a personal point 
of view, they all become relevant and universal and 
communicate with all cultures, with all corners of 
the world. Therefore, we believe that the Dutch 
audience will find our selection exciting and 
thought-provoking. 

Within recent cinema, we proudly present several 
amazing works by newcomers, half of them made 
by female directors, from Croatia, Serbia, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina as well as Macedonia, Albania, 
Georgia and Kosovo. Some of these remarkable 
films premiered previously at Berlin, Venice, 
Toronto, Karlovy Vary, won prestigious awards and 
our visitors will have the opportunity to enjoy them 

and to encounter the filmmakers personally. 
Next to recent, exciting fiction films, we have 
several powerful documentaries. Our FOCUS 
this year is entitled BORDERS: the given 
borders outside and around us but also those 
inside us that make us fight our own demons, 
our own shortcomings, failures or 
disappointments. In several, rather poetic and 
meditative films we observe how we deal with 
others and ourselves. These film narratives 
foster empathy and enable us to see the world 
through someone else’s eyes. And exactly by 
challenging the self-image, they help us to see 
things that we know and observe every day 
through new eyes. 

Shoulder to shoulder we screen works of big 
masters and debut makers putting under the 
limelight valuable works that were rarely or not 
at all screened in The Netherlands. This year we 
have a larger program from Croatia, Slovenia, 
Romania and Ukraine. With the provocative and 
mind-boggling docufiction Houston, we have a 
problem!, we will open an engaging debate 
during a masterclass on the (mis)use of media 

language in today’s world. In the Romanian 
program we focus on the last 10 years – a time 
span that is usually irrelevant for significant 
historical change, but in the case of Romania 
the last decade meant quite the opposite. What 
kind of film stories emerge from Romania’s 
first 10 years within the EU? 

Ukraine, against all odds still being in a similar 
political situation as some years ago when the 
whole world was bringing news from this large, 
exciting, troubled country, has made a huge 
step forward in nourishing a lot of new film 
talents, especially female directors, and we are 
bringing to The Netherlands a bunch of great, 
exciting Ukrainian docs and shorts.

Our quite substantial educational program that 
visits schools and universities throughout the 
whole year in several Dutch cities, will also be 
engaged during the festival days within the 
Film in Class programs for the young audience 
and students, one of which is a screenwriters 
masterclass attached to the screening of the 
Hungarian masterpiece White God, winner of 

the Un Certain Regard in Cannes (2014). We also 
present, together with EUNIC, a learning languages 
proactive film program.

We are proud of our Southeast and Eastern 
European tradition of making short docs and strong 
short fiction and the audience will have a fantastic 
chance to meet many of these upcoming talents 
who struggled hard to make their first works. Some 
of them premiered their films at Cannes or Berlin 
already. For them, we always have a surprise, 
arranging a Dutch professional to help them find 
the way how to get noticed on the European film 
scene during our traditional Talk Pro. 

As we are a festival that stands for and wants to 
support the author’s freedom to decide what style 
is best for the story to be told, what cinematic mood 
to be created for the film to be strong, regardless of 
the major cinema trends or market demands, we 
support thinking out-of-the-box and we promise 
you such a cinema experience.

Come and be part of the truly “Out-of-the-box” 
experience with us!
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Films

An obstinate Swedish daughter forces her father to confront his younger Bosnian self on a trip to Sarajevo. 
A deeply moving and humorous drama awarded at the prestigious Swedish Guldbagge Awards for best 
direction and supporting actress

Synopsis

Zlatan, 50, has not been in Bosnia since he left the country as a war refugee, more than 20 years ago. His 
only contact with Bosnia consists in sending money to a woman who takes care of his old aunt. His 
Swedish-born daughter Anja wants to know more about her Bosnian roots, but Zlatan makes an effort to 
hide and suppress his painful memories and is not eager to tell her anything. As Zlatan’s attempts to stop 
her travelling to Sarajevo fail, he reluctantly decides to go with her. The reunion with the home country 
brings both absurd surprises and secrets from the past. A compelling film directed by Goran Kapetanovic, 
who fled to Sweden from a war-torn Sarajevo and hereby wanted to show to his own two daughters the 
city as he remembered it. 

Details

Screenplay: China Ahlander, Dragan Mitic, Goran Kapetanovic | Cinematography: Ita Zbroniec-Zajt | Editing: 
Andreas Nilsson | Cast: Milan Dragisic, Julia Ragnarsson, Sadzida Setic, Irena Mulamuhic, Izudin Bajrovic, 
Ajla Hamzic, Minka Muftic, Almir Kurt, Merima Ovcina, Amina Zimic

MY AUNT IN SARAJEVO  opening film
Goran Kapetanovic, Sweden, 2016, 58 min
Original title: MIN FASTER I SARAJEVO | Produced by: China Åhlander - Chinema Film Sweden

Dutch prem
ière

 feature length films - new voices
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An interesting take on the identity of a migrant family, awarded at the Sarajevo Film Festival and Crossing 
Europe Film Festival Linz. A compelling, personal and quite funny film in the most appealing Balkan stype 
on the inexhaustible topic of guest workers abroad.

Synopsis

The documentary filmmaker Djordje Cenic sets out on an autobiographical journey that starts in the “guest 
workers’ milieu” of the Austrian regional capital Linz in the 1970s and takes him to his family’s war-torn 
ancestral village in Croatia. In comically absurd as well as tragic episodes describing small victories and 
major defeats, homesickness and class distinctions, the film offers – using home movies, photographs and 
current professional footage – deep insights into the filmmaker’s family history. It is an attempt to illustrate 
the balancing act between “up here” (Austria) and “down there” (Yugoslavia/Croatia) that characterizes 
generations of guest workers.

Details

Screenplay: Djordje Cenic | Cinematography: Hermann Peseckas | Editing: Dominik Spritzendorfer | 
Produced by: Djordje Cenic

DOWN THERE
Djordje Cenic/Hermann Peseckas, Austria, 2016, 87 min
Original title: UNTEN | Produced by: Djordje Cenic

Dutch prem
ière

new voices - feature length films

”In Germany and Kosovo, countries I both call home, the social and economical situation is very different in 
these times of dynamic change and overloaded working hours”, says the director, winner of the Silver 
Zenith award at Montreal WFF. The film explores loss and loneliness in transitional Kosovo and rapidly 
changing Germany through destiny of two aging parents.

Synopsis

A woman in Germany starts a journey to explore the life of a dead illegal immigrant and finds her own 
loneliness, and an old man in Kosovo whos loss has brought him to the end of his journey. After an 
accident, she tries to condole with the young man`s family out of guilt. Little by little, she is involuntarily 
exploring the young man`s life in Germany and opening her own well of sadness. In the meantime, Ismet in 
Kosovo neither asks for, nor expects any help from others, having lost everything in life he worked hard to 
build. He has lost his wife and daughter in a senseless rage of war and their presence still perpetuates 
inside his half burned house. Now he has lost his son as wel.

Details

Screenplay: Dren Zherka | Cinematography: Alex Bloom | Editing: Alex Tochterle | Sound: Sven Jensen 
Brakelmann | Cast: Klara Hofels, Selman Jusufi | Produced by: Dren Zherka - MAGUS Film, Alban Zogjani 
- ASHA 

ECHO
Dren Zherka, Germany/Kosovo, 2016, 93 min
Original title: EHO | Produced by: Alban Zogjani, Dren Zherka

Dutch prem
ière

 feature length films - new voices
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A thriller by Rezo Gigineishvili, premiered at Berlinale: this film fictionalised the tragic hostage crisis that 
happened in 1983 in Georgia.

Synopsis

A group of young artists and their progressive friends made “almost a perfect plan” to hijack an airplane on 
the commercial flight from Tbilisi in order to escape Soviet regime repression. However, their amateurish 
plan went horribly wrong leaving several passengers dead and injured, after the army got involved in a 
rescue mission. Made in the form of a hijacking thriller, this film tackles the dilemma: how high is the price 
one is willing to pay for the idea of freedom? With its well-built suspense, this film leaves you with an open 
question:  who is the hostage here – passengers or a group of youngsters? Or maybe all of them?

Details

Screenplay: Lasha Bugadze, Rezo Gigineishvili | Cinematography: Vladislav Opelyants | Editing: Andrey 
Gamov, Jaroslav Kaminski | Cast: Tina Dalakishvili, Irakli Kvirikadze, Giga Datiashvili, Merab Ninidze, Darejan 
Kharshiladze, Giorgi Grdzelidze | Produced by: 20 Steps Productions (GE), Ink TV (RU), Nebo Film (RU), 
Extreme Emotions (PL)

HOSTAGES
Rezo Gigineishvili, Georgia/Russia/Poland, 2017, 104 min
Original title: MZEVLEBI | Produced by: Mikhail Finogenov, Rezo Gigineishvili, Vladimer Katcharava, 
Tamara Tatishvili

new voices - feature length films

An intriguing and masterfully crafted docu-fiction which explores the myth of the secret multi-billion-
dollar deal behind America’s purchase of Yugoslavia’s clandestine space program in the early 1960s.

Synopsis

The cold war, the space race, and NASA’s moon landing are landmark events that defined an 
era. But they are also fodder for conspiracy theories. Did Yugoslavia have a space programme, sold by Tito 
to the US in a multi-million-dollar deal? Using a wealth of archive footage and modern-day interviews, the 
film brings together all the strands of the myth through an eyewitness account from Ivan, a senior space 
engineer. In between the blurred lines of reality and fiction, Slovenian philosopher Slavoj Zizek asks the 
billion-dollar question: ‘’What is truth?’’. A fascinating debut feature by Ziga Verc which tells a symbolic 
story of the rise and fall of Yugoslavia, manipulation, dirty political games and media construction. The film 
received the Vesna Award for Best Feature at the Festival of Slovenian Film, became the Slovenian 
candidate for the Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film, and was the first original HBO 
production in the Adria region.

Details

Screenplay: Ziga Virc, Bostjan Virc | Cinematography: Andrej Virc | Editing: Vladimir Gojun | Produced by: 
Bostjan Virc - Studio Virc; Sinisa Juricic – Nukleus film, Ingmar Trost - Sutor Kolonko, HBO Europe, 
Westdeutscher Rundfunk, RTV Slovenija

HOUSTON, WE HAVE A PROBLEM! 
Ziga Virc, Slovenia/Croatia/Germany/Czech Republic/Qatar, 2016, 88 min
Original title: HOUSTON, IMAMO PROBLEM! | Produced by: Studio Virc, Nukleus film, Sutor kolonko

feature length films - new voices
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Winner of more than 20 awards, including the FEDEORA Prize for the Best European Film at Venice FF and 
directed by one of the finest, new voices of Croatian cinema in the last decade. A naturalistic, dark 
humored story of a young woman who finds new taste of freedom after her controlling father has a 
stroke. 

Synopsis

Marijana’s life revolves around her family, whether she likes it or not. When her dominant father falls 
seriously ill, she takes over his role as the head of the family, taking care of her irresponsible mother and 
mentally disabled brother. The new power constellation allows her to explore her sexuality and inner 
strength and gives her a taste of freedom. An impressive directorial debut by Croatian director and 
screenwriter Hana Jusic who points out: ‘’I have always felt that people are like warm little beasts – they 
need love and closeness, but they are often suffocating and cruel, especially to the ones they love. And 
they behave worst of all towards the rest of their pack, which is, in human terms, their family.’’

Details

Screenplay: Hana Jusic | Cinematography: Jana Plecay | Editing: Jan Klemsche | Cast: Mia Petricevic, Zlatko 
Buric, Arijana Culina, Niksa Butijer, Karla Brbic, Bruna Bebic-Tudor, Marijana Mikulic | Co-produced by: Peter 
Hyldahl, Morten Kjems Hytten Juhl, Maria Moller Christoffersen - Beofilm, Croatian Radiotelevision

Quit Staring at My Plate
Hana Jusic, Croatia/Denmark, 2016, 105 min
Original Title: NE GLEDAJ MI U PIJAT | Produced by: Ankica Juric Tilic – Kinorama

feature length films - new voices

Dutch prem
ière

An award-winning film: premiered at this year’s Berlinale and won the BEST FILM award at the GoEast 
Wiesbaden. A compelling black comedy about life in transition and a desperate widow planning her final days. 

Synopsis

Mrs. J. is a middle-aged widow living in a modest post-communist flat in Belgrade with her mother in law and 
two daughters. After losing her job, she falls into a deep existential crisis. Although film brings an effective, 
Kafkaesque treatment of life in the Balkans, the fate of Mrs. J., played with great devotion by iconic Serbian 
actress Mirjana Karanovic, can be easily imagined in other countries affected by the global economic crisis. 
Moreover, it’s a family drama with a lot of emotion and love. The director points out: “In a way, until we reach 
death in one moment we cannot start living again.”

Details

Screenplay: Bojan Vuletic | Cinematography: Jelena Stankovic | Editing: Vladimir Pavlovski | Produced by: 
Nenad Dukic - SEE Film Pro, Geopoly Film, Skopje Film Studio, Non-Stop Production, Surprise Alley

REQUIEM FOR MRS. J  
Bojan Vuletic, Serbia/Bulgaria/Macedonia/Russia/France, 2017, 94 min
Original title: REKVIJEM ZA GOSPODJU J. | Produced by: Nenad Dukic - SEE Film Pro

Dutch prem
ière

new voices - feature length films
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A story about musicians who risked their lives to perform for people who risked their lives to live them. A 
triple winner at the Sarajevo Film Festival.

Synopsis

The first time Iron Maiden’s frontman Bruce Dickinson was in Sarajevo, the city was cut off from the world, 
its citizens brutally terrorized by sharp shooters, bombing and starvation. Right in the middle of a raging 
war, Bruce and his then solo band drove through the frontlines and gave a legendary concert in the 
Bosnian Culture Centre on December 14, 1994. After 963 days, or 23.566 hours, or simply 1.415.520 minutes 
of the siege of Bosnian capital, the British singer entered the stage and shouted ‘Scream for me Sarajevo’. 
What this gig meant to the audience and the band itself is told in this award winning film; one of the most 
valuable documentaries about the Sarajevo siege ever made. 

Details

Screenplay: Jasenko Pasic, Tarik Hodzic | Cinematography: Amel Dikoli | Editing: Tarik Hodzic | Cast: Bruce 
Dickinson, Alex Elena, Chris Dale, Jasenko Pasic, Fedja Stukan, Erol Gagula, Milomir Kovacevic – Strasni, 
Alen Ajanovic, Mirza Coric, Vanja Nogo, Neso Kovac

SCREAM FOR ME SARAJEVO 
Tarik Hodzic, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 2016, 95 min
Produced by: Adnan Cuhara – Prime Time

Dutch prem
ière

“Billed as a love story about hate, it’s a human story with all the ugliness and goodness that comes from 
being human”, Culture Spot LA.

Synopsis

Four very different people live in the same building but avoid each other because of their different lives, 
what they believe in, and where they come from. They would probably never exchange a word, but 
misfortune pushes them towards each other. Slowly, and even painfully, they begin to open up to each 
other and recognize the essential humanity they have. An extraordinary film that enjoyed critical and 
commercial success wherever it was shown, for its profound and courageous portrait of increasing 
intolerance in Croatia, touching performances and masterful filmmaking. Apart from winning the Grand 
Prix at the prestigious Montreal World Film Festival and Santa Barbara IFF, the film received multiple 
awards at the European FF, Slovenian FF and Pula FF.

Details

Screenplay: Rajko Grlic, Ante Tomic | Cinematography: Branko Linta h.f.s. | Editing: Andrija Zafranovic | 
Co-produced by: Rudolf Biermann – In Film, Dejan Milosevski – Revolution Production, Jani Sever – Sever 
& Sever, Mike Downey, Sam Taylor – Film & Music Entertainment ltd, HRT, NP7 | Cast: Nebojsa Glogovac, 
Ksenija Marinkovic, Dejan Acimovic, Bozidar Smiljanic, Mladen Hren, Matija Cigir, Zdenko Jelcic, Robert 
Ugrina, Zeljko Konigsknecht

THE CONSTITUTION 
Rajko Grlic, Croatia/Czech Republic/Uk/Macedonia/Slovenia, 2016, 93 min
Original title: USTAV REPUBLIKE HRVATSKE |  Produced by: Ivan Maloca - Interfilm

Dutch prem
ière

feature length films - new voicesnew voices - feature length films
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Winner of the Un Certain Regards Award in Cannes, ‘White God’ is a story about a relationship between 
humans and animals and a brutal, beautiful metaphor for the political and cultural tensions sweeping 
contemporary Europe. 

Synopsis

Young Lili and her bastard dog Hagen are best friends. When new regulations drive the two apart, she and 
the dog begin a dangerous journey back towards each other. At the same time, all the unwanted, unloved 
and so-called ‘unfit’ dogs rise up under a new leader, Hagen, the onetime house pet who has learned all 
too well from his ‘Masters’ in his journey through the streets and animal control centers how to bite the 
hands that beat him.

Details

Screenplay: Kornel Mundruczo, Viktoria Petranyi, Kata Weber | Cinematography: Marcell Rev | Editing: David 
Jancso | Cast: Zsofia Psotta, Sandor Zsoter, Lili Monori, Lili Horvath, Laszlo Galffy, Ervin Nagy, Szabolcs 
Thuroczy | Produced by: The Chimney Pot, Film i Väst, Filmpartners, Hungarian National Film Fund, Pola 
Pandora Filmproduktions, Proton Cinema, ZDF/Arte

WHITE GOD
Kornel Mundruczo, Hungary/Germany/Sweden, 2014, 121 min
Original title: FEHER ISTEN | Produced by: Eszter Gyarfas, Viktoria Petranyi

new voices - feature length films

A compassionate but fiercely honest tale about love, love gone wrong, and the emotional scars that linger 
long after the bruises fade. 

Synopsis

Blue skies and sunshine, a trampoline, a young girl free-falling in slow motion. The film follows three 
soulmates – a traumatized child, a rebellious teenager and a thirtysomething woman, as they deal with the 
emotional fallout from their past, and the legacy of violence inflicted by a loving parent. When their paths 
intersect, they share a moment of mutual recognition, and a shared longing for clarity in the chaos that has 
dogged them for years. Katarina Zrinka Matijevic’s debut feature premiered at the Pula Film Festival where 
Tena Nemet Brankov won the Golden Arena for Best Supporting Actress.

Details

Screenplay: Katarina Zrinka Matijevic, Pavlica Bajsic, Ivan Salaj | Cinematography: Vjeran Hrpka | Editing: 
Ana Stulina | Cast: Franka Mikolaci, Tena Nemet Brankov, Marija Tadic, Lana Baric, Frano Maskovic, Asja 
Jovanovic, Nina Violic, Igor Kovac, Enes Vejzovic

THE TRAMPOLINE  
Katarina Zrinka Matijevic, Croatia, 2016, 82 min
Original title: TRAMPOLIN | Cast: Franka Mikolaci, Tena Nemet Brankov, Marija Tadic | Produced by: Ivan 
Maloca – Interfilm, HRT

Dutch prem
ière

feature length films - new voices
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A real pearl! A powerful and poetic one-take short of a real event happening on the Slovenian border. The 
film has won the Human Rights Award at Sarajevo Film Festival 2016 and the main award as the best short 
Slovenian film.

Synopsis

24 October, 2015. A nice day in autumn in a nice landscape. A crowd of refugees and migrants accompanied 
by soldiers and police officers make their way from the Schengen border between Slovenia and Croatia 
towards the refugee camp in Brezice. Suddenly, the landscape starts to appear less nice than it was. In 
2002, the distinguished Slovenian filmmaker Damjan Kozole shot a feature film on the exact same border, 
about two traffickers smuggling people into the EU. This time, reality replaced fiction. He decided to take a 
‘no directing’ approach by using static camera, like an eerie remake of Lumiere’s The Arrival of a Train.

Details

Screenplay: Damjan Kozole | Cinematography: Matjaz Mrak | Editing: Jurij Moskon | Sound: Julij Zornik

BORDERS
Damjan Kozole, Slovenia, 2016, 10 min
Original title: MEJE | Produced by: Danijel Hocevar - Vertigo

confronting borders

A charming, Svejkian farce involving great political dogmas and ideas about the return to Europe of 
formerly communist East Central European states.

Synopsis

Czech director Jan Gogola reflects on the meaning of European Union accession for Central Europeans, on 
shifting borders and their implications for the construction while understanding of identities of self and the 
other, and on the dynamics of openness and closure in Europe. This film is part of a bigger European 
project, the omnibus ‘ Across The Border – Five Views From The Neighbourhood’ that deals with the notion 
of borders in Eastern and Central Europe. The whole project reflects on different concepts about borders 
at the beginning of the 21st century.

Details

Screenplay: Jan Gogola | Cinematography: Vladan Vala | Editing: Andrea Pugner | Cast: Ramiro Cibriani, 
Lenka Ctvrteckova, Martin Freytag, Tatiana Hamzikova, Irena Kotrbova, Jiri Kovar, Josef Kreml, Petr 
Kulhanek | Produced by: Nikolaus Geyrhalter, Markus Glaser, Michael Kitzberger, Wolfgang Widerhofer 
- Nikolaus Geyrhalter Filmproduktion; Vrata Slajer - Bionaut Filmproduction

CESKE VELENICE INFINITY  
Jan Gogola, Czech Republic, 2004, 26 min
Original title: CESKE VELENICE EVROPSKE | Produced by: Nikolaus Geyrhalter Filmproduktion

confronting borders
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A personal story about immigration and human trafficking. The winner of the Cinema & Gioventù Jury 
Award at the Locarno Film Festival. 

Synopsis

Emir, a family man, works for the local mafia as people smuggler between Serbia and Hungary. Hana, a 
young woman from Kosovo, wants to flee her country and meets up with Emir to drive her. On the way, 
Emir’s unscrupulous colleagues order him to stop at a motel next to the border. They see in Hana an 
opportunity to gain money by delivering her to a prostitution ring. That night, Emir is faced with a moral 
dilemma and his own humanity, while Hana will test her courage to change her life and make it to Europe. 
A personal story by Fisnik Maxhuni who was born in Kosovo during the dismantlement of Yugoslavia and 
illegally emigrated to Switzerland in 1993. 

Details

Screenplay:  Fisnik Maxhuni | Cinematography:  Leo Lefevre | Editing: Kostas Makrinos | Cast: Arben 
Bajraktaraj, May-Linda Kosumovic, Sunaj Raca, Fatmir Spahiu | Produced by: Alva Film; ECAL/HEAD, Radio 
Télévision Suisse, Ikone Studio, Pristina

LOST EXILE 
Fisnik Maxhuni, Switzerland, 2016, 29 min
Produced by: Britta Rindelaub - Alva Film

Dutch prem
ière

confronting borders

The story of Russian Perestroika laid on the table in a smart documentary that recently premiered at Vision 
du Reel, Nyon.

Synopsis

Six people, four men and two women, gathered around a table, in search of a shared story over the course 
of a meal. Over perojki and Plombir ice-cream (the equivalent of a Proustian madeleine), without 
forgetting the glasses of vodka, all reminisce about their childhood in the Soviet Union. They have been 
‘united’, received the same education, a Soviet one, but are now natives of six different countries. And they 
wonder if they still talk the same ‘language’. Like a dining companion specially invited for the occasion, the 
fluid camera of Eileen Hofer films this Salade Russe that is skilfully composed of memories, melancholy, 
verbal jousts and laughter. The filmmaker captures faces-landscapes that rebuild, through words, a lost 
mental territory.

Details

Screenplay: Eileen Hofer | Cinematography: Gregory Bindschedler, Javi Gesto | Editing: Dounia Sichov | 
Sound: Carlos Ibañez-Diaz | Music: Yulia Panteleeva

SALADE RUSSE
Eileen Hofer, Switzerland, 2017, 26 min
Produced by: Eileen Hofer – 5 to Five

Dutch prem
ière

confronting borders
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An ironic glimpse on the strength of death in a temporarily occupied territory of Eastern Ukraine. 

Synopsis

An emotional story set in a small town, Chervonopartizansk, a temporarily occupied territory of Eastern 
Ukraine. Through strong and versatile women characters, many vital questions are brought up: their fear 
and uncertainty, memory and love in life and for the profession of coal mining. We travel through their 
destinies, feelings and sometimes peculiar charm of their everyday activities. “The Dawn of Donbas” is the 
directing debut of Nataliia Pogudina, a young Ukrainian filmmaker who works as a cinematographer in 
Riga, Latvia and Kyiv, Ukraine. She is already developing a feature length documentary revealing her family 
story at the background of the Eastern Ukraine military conflict.

Details

Screenplay: Nataliia Pogudina | Cinematography: Nataliia Pogudina | Editing: Dmytro Tiazhlov | Cast: 
Valentyna Podkuiko, Iryna Kholodna, Polina Guk, Olena Shevchuk, Galyna Komarova, Artem Podkuiko, 
Tetiana Vynnytska, Natalia Afonina | Produced by: Ella Shtyka - New Kyiv production

THE DAWNS OF DONBASS  
Nataliia Pogudina, Ukraine, 2017, 19 min
Original title: ZORI DONBASU | Produced by: Ella Shtyka 

Dutch prem
ière

confronting borders

Far away from war, two destroyed families wander between the shore and the sea towards an unknown 
future. A film by the great Albanian director Bujar Alimani, most known for his film ‘Amnesty’, and 
filmmaker Erand Sojli. 

Synopsis

Arian, a 40-year-old Albanian, goes to pick up the personal belongings of his son who has lost his life in a 
terrorist attack. Accidentally, at the parking lot of the building, he encounters two Syrian refugees, Asia and 
her daughter Leila. He decides to help them and give them shelter at a local hotel in Tirana’s suburbs. 
There they encounter the first of many prejudices people have towards Muslims. The receptionist refuses 
to accept them as guests of the hotel, even though he’s been offered money. Arian decides to take the girls 
home and gives them his wife’s clothes and murdered son’s pyjamas. The situation gets tense when his 
wife arrives home…

Details

Screenplay: Erand Sojli | Cinematography: Arianit Gjonbala | Editing: Elidor Markja | Cast: Rina Narazani, 
Erand Sojli, Flonja Kodheli, Xhemal Sojli, Oriola Kuci, Greta Sojli | Music: Leonard Sojli | Produced by: Bujar 
Alimani, Erand Sojli - ‘90 Production, Globart

THE LOCK 
Bujar Alimani/Erand Sojli, Albania, 2016, 22 min
Original title: BRAVA | Produced by: Bujar Alimani, Erand Sojli

Dutch prem
ière

confronting borders
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What is the biggest danger Europe faces: the crisis on its borders or its own paranoia and fear? 

Synopsis

Our protagonist drives to work, she passes the refugee tent city in the park. She means them no harm; 
they mean her no harm. So why, when their paths intersect, do things go catastrophically wrong? With 
Slovenia as its backdrop, ‘A new home’ gives a critical look on European anxiety over the refugee crises. 
Using some classic cinematic references, this short horror film is a psychological exploration of the social 
consequences of unfounded paranoia. A third short fiction by Ziga Virc, a former student Academy Award 
nominee, awarded with Special Mention at LET’S CEE Film Festival in Vienna and premiered at the 
prestigious Toronto IFF.

Details

Screenplay: Bostjan Virc, Ziga Virc | Cinematography: Darko Heric, ZFS | Editing: Vladimir Gojun | Cast: Nina 
Rakovec, Jernej Campelj | Sound: Ernest Fejzic | Music: Matjaz Moraus Zdesar | Produced by: Bostjan Virc 
- Studio Virc; RTV Slovenija

A NEW HOME
Ziga Virc, Slovenia, 2016, 14 min
Original title: SELITEV | Produced by: Studio Virc, RTV Slovenija

borders within us

A poetic documentary about the author’s journey along an inner railroad track, the track of her ancestors 
and her childhood. The winner of the Croatian Oktavijan Award for Best Documentary. 

Synopsis

A film about surviving losses. The loss of four unborn children, the loss of health, the loss of inner peace. It 
follows the author’s personal quest in the Croatian region of Lika, the remote land of her ancestors. There 
are many tunnels in Lika, and after every dark tunnel, filled with secrets, fear and darkness – all shown in 
organic, experimental images – a new season of the year awakens. The images of land and people, 
captured sounds and the narrator’s voice complete the experience. The director points out: “Every fear 
comes with the reason. To cure my fears, I merged secret patterns and knowledge of my family with the 
cycles of nature. Through this collision I revealed what is human in beasts and beastly in humans.”

Details

Screenplay: Katarina Zrinka Matijevic | Cinematography: Vjeran Hrpka | Editing: Ana Stulina |
Sound: Ivan Zelic, Vesna Biljan Pusic

A TWO WAY MIRROR
Katarina Zrinka Matijevic, Croatia, 2016, 42 min
Original title: IZA LICA ZRCALA | Produced by: Nenad Puhovski, Tamara Babun - Factum

borders within us

Dutch prem
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Confronting, well directed, awarded short film about the clash between the professional duty and the 
human conscious of a young police officer.

Synopsis

Petar is a young police officer. He lives with his parents in a small house. His police job challenges him 
every day. In one of the evictions during his duty, he oversteps his police authority and tries to protect a 
senior couple. 

Details

Screenplay: Marko Santic | Cinematography: Marko Kocevar | Editing: Ivana Fumic | Cast: Olivera Baljak, 
Hrvoje Vladisavljevic, Drazen Mikulic, Alan Katic

BLUE PETER
Marko Santic, Croatia/Slovenia, 2016, 14 min
Original title: PLAVI PETAR | Produced by: Jure Busic, Marko Cafnik - Jaka produkcija, Snaut

Dutch prem
ière

borders within us

An artistic angle towards the consequences of the global refugee crisis on a human level.

Synopsis

A middle-aged man is getting ready to take extreme measures to ensure a better future for him and his 
family abroad. He puts together a mysterious device, hides it under his coat and goes to the bustling centre 
of a Western European city. He is frantically looking for a perfect spot to execute his plan. The director 
points out: ‘’Film is our take on one of the currently most discussed issues: the refugee crisis. While holding 
the mirror up to each one of us, the story explores refugee stigmatization in today’s Europe. So much is 
said about the global consequences of this crisis, and very little about the consequences on a personal, 
human level, or even the causes. That’s the story we are trying to tell, and to point out that many people 
actually do not have a choice.’’ 

Details

Screenplay: Srdjan Vuletic | Cinematography: Almir Djikoli | Editing: Elvedin Zorlak | Cast: Ilir Tafa, Vanesa 
Glodjo, Arsen Lunel | Produced by: Relative Pictures (BiH), Steinerscenics Filmproductions Kft (HUN)

INVISIBLE 
Amra Mehic, Bosnia and Herzegovina/Hungary, 2016, 6 min
Original title: NEVIDLJIVI | Produced by: Zijad Mehic, Fedja Stukan, Iwan Steiner

Dutch prem
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A new voice from Bulgaria – Yonchev – was nominated for the prestigious European Film Academy award 
in 2016 for this short, compelling film. 

Synopsis

Lilly is a divorced mother of two – Martin, who has recently come of age, and the little Alexandra. One cold 
winter evening Martin takes Alexandra from kindergarten. In the dark streets of the neighbourhood they 
become a part of a tragic accident that hardly can be forgotten or erased. Lilly and her kids have to make 
tough decisions, the consequences of which will change their life for good. A short fiction debut by 
Bulgarian award-winning director, writer and producer which has been selected for more than 100 
international film festivals and won over 30 awards.

Details

Screenplay: Lyubo Yonchev, Yassen Genadiev | Cinematography: Damian Dimitrov | Editing: Lyubo Kirov | 
Cast: Stefka Yanorova, Stefan Popov, Kalia Kamenova | Produced by: Lyubo Yonchev, Lyubo Kirov - 
CRYSTAL FRAME; Carola Jessica De Lucia – Mito Production

SHOOTING STAR  
Lyubo Yonchev, Bulgaria/Italy, 2015, 28 min
Original title: PADASHTA ZVEZDA | Produced by: Lyubo Yonchev, Lyubo Kirov, Carola Jessica De Lucia

What happens to a dancer when one of the senses is missing and all the others merge to replace it?

Synopsis

A short experimental documentary about human senses – what happens when one of them is missing 
and all others merge to replace it? The film explores the intensity of senses through the perception of a 
disabled dancer. Sotto is a debut film by Ina Ferlan, a young Slovenian director who graduated in Textile 
and Fashion Design at the University of Ljubljana. In 2012 she has started working as an assistant director to 
filmmaker and video artist Ema Kugler. She now juggles between filmmaking and costume design.

Details

Screenplay: Ina Ferlan | Cinematography: Andac Karabeyoglu | Editing: Andrej Nagode | Choreography: 
Masa Kagao Knez | Sound: Julij Zornik, Samo Jurca, Jaka Skocir | Co-produced by: Franci Celarc - Gustav 
Film, Bojan Mastilovic - Iridium Film, Julij Zornik - 100, Ina Ferlan, Andac Karabeyoglu

SOTTO
Ina Ferlan, Slovenia, 2016, 10 min
Produced by: Jerca Jeric, Andraz Jeric - Temporama Film Society

Dutch prem
ière
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“Inspiration for the story is mainly from the daily based life and from observing economic and social 
circumstances in a society in transition. Main theme is the relationship between mother and daughter 
filmed from the daughters’ perspective’’.

Synopsis

A compelling story of a little girl within disturbed family conditions. She is desperately trying to improve 
her relationship with her mother by merging her imaginary world with the world of adults. A short film by 
Dusko Stanivuk, Sarajevo born director who is finishing his Masters in Film and TV directing at the 
University of Arts in Belgrade and has already ten shorts and documentaries to his credit.

Details

Screenplay: Adam Kurta | Cinematography: Marko Milovanovic | Editing: Nevena Bakic | Cast: Andjela 
Petkovic, Jasmina Vecanski, Andrej Sepetkovski | Produced by: Nemanja Lekovic, Dimitrije Radenovic - 
Stud/AVP, Faculty of Dramatic Arts, Belgrade

FERRIS WHEEL 
Dusko Stanivuk, Serbia, 2016, 16 min
Produced by: Nemanja Lekovic, Dimitrije Radenovic

Dutch prem
ière
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After the world premiere at Venice FF and another prestigious festival in Toronto, this refined short film 
was selected for a number of international festivals. With great sophistication it deals with the delicate 
subject of child loss.

Synopsis

After a dramatic event, Orlo (7) watches his parents being consumed with grief. He wants his family to be 
normal again. When an opportunity arises, Orlo takes things into his own hands, but this is more 
complicated than he had imagined. The director: ‘’When faced with an experience too big and complex for 
them to understand, children need help. If parents are not equipped to guide them, children can be left 
with an open wound to bear for decades to come. This film is for my father, who was 7 when his 
baby-sister died. No one managed to talk to him about it. Sometimes, I get a glimpse of that 7-year-old boy 
in him. I guess the age we are when our childhood ends stays with us until the end of our lives’’. 

Details

Screenplay: Sara Kern | Cinematography: Led Predan Kowarski | Editing: Andrej Nagode | Cast: Tim Vulovic, 
Primoz Pirnat, Nina Ivanisin | Produced by: Rok Bicek  - Cvinger Film; Ira Cecic, Ivana Simic Sedic – 
Kinorama, Zwinger Film

GOOD LUCK, ORLO! 
Sara Kern, Slovenia/Croatia/Austria, 2016, 14 min
Original title: SRECNO, ORLO! | Produced by: Rok Bicek, Ira Cecic, Ivana Simic

Dutch prem
ière
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A refreshing, different take on Ukraine. The lonely life of a man in a provincial city gets an unexpected twist 
when his first love comes back after 20 years. This short film was nominated for the European Film 
Awards 2017!

Synopsis

TV repairman Roman lives a lonely life in a provincial town until his classmate Lyuda comes back for the 
first time since the school graduation. Nobody has heard from her for more than twenty years and now 
Roman is trying not to lose her again. Directed by Pavlo Ostrikov, a new voice from Ukraine. The film was 
awarded the Best Short Film at Odesa IFF and nominated for the European Film Awards at Locarno IFF. 

Details

Screenplay: Pavlo Ostrikov | Cinematography: Kyryl Shlyamin | Editing: Yevgen Golovanchuk | Sound: Serzh 
Avdeev | Cast: Olesya Ostrovska, Oleksandr Pozharsky, Oksana Ilnytska | Produced by: Yuri Minzyanov - 
Kristi Films

GRADUATION 97
Pavlo Ostrikov, Ukraine, 2017, 19 min
Original title: VYPUSK ‘97 | Produced by: Yuri Minzyanov

Dutch prem
ière
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An amazing animation piece made entirely of needled felt, awarded at this year’s Berlinale. A warm and 
universal tale that reminds us there truly is no place like home. 

Synopsis

Based on a famous children’s poem by Branko Copic, a writer from the former Yugoslavia. The film tells a 
story of a hedgehog living in a lush and lively forest. He is respected and envied by the other animals. 
However, hedgehog’s unwavering devotion to his home annoys a quartet of insatiable beasts. Together, 
they march off towards hedgehog’s home and spark a tense and prickly standoff. A charming stop-motion 
by Eva Cvijanovic with distinctive directorial approach and the original music score by Darko Rundek. The 
film has already received a Special Mention at Berlinale, a Special Jury Award at Animafest Zagreb and the 
Young Audience Award at Annecy 2017 for its mastery animation and beautiful narrative. 

Details

Screenplay: Eva Cvijanovic, based on a short story by Branko Copic | Cinematography: Ivan Slipcevic | 
Editing: Eva Cvijanovic, Iva Kraljevic | Animation: Ivana Bosnjak, Thomas Johnson | Music: Darko Rundek

HEDGEHOG’S HOME 
Eva Cvijanovic, Canada/Croatia, 2017, 10 min
Produced by: Jelena Popovic - National Film Board of Canada, Vanja Andrijevic - Bonobostudio

 short films - discovering great South-Eastern European talent
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Written and directed by a well-known Albanian novelist and screenwriter Ylljet Alicka, “Plastic flowers” 
aims to sensitize today’s Albanian society to rediscover kindness and love between people coming from 
different backgrounds. 

Synopsis

An old couple from the Albanian countryside receives a wedding invitation from a close relative to the 
capital city. At first, they are very enthusiastic, but soon the indifferent and snobbish people around make 
them feel unwelcome. According to the director, 25 years after the fall of the communist regime, Albanian 
society is still encountering difficulties to re-find its spiritual harmony and equilibrium, moving more and 
more toward individualism and abandonment of human values. The film is based on the short story “The 
couple” by Ylljet Alicka and aims to rediscover kindness and love between people coming from different 
backgrounds in Albania.

Details

Screenplay: Ylljet Alicka | Cinematography: Denald Grepca | Editing: Jotti Ejlli | Cast: Robert Ndrenika, 
Suzana Prifti, Elia Zaharia, Gentian Hazizi, Enson Mula, Klodiana Kadillari, Marina Hackovia, Sihana Lako | 
Music: Joni Alicka | Produced by: Gent Prizreni - KinostudioDarDan 

PLASTIC FLOWERS 
Ylljet Alicka, Albania, 2016, 30 min
Original title: LULET PLASTIKE | Cast: Robert Ndrenika, Suzana Prifti | Produced by: Gent Prizreni

LULET PLASTIKE  
A SHORT FILM BYYLLJET ALICKA 

PRESS KIT 

Dutch prem
ière
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A lucid animation and humorous story about the challenging and exciting life of a… cat sweater!

Synopsis

A cat tells us the unusual story of a sweater’s life, through which we hear of his early happy years, his 
adventures with a young hipster girl and a peaceful period living with a pensioner. The jumper falls in love 
again and again with his owners, but eventually he is disappointed in every one of them. In the end, he 
decides to remain single, but hope arises again when he meets another interesting person. This short 
animation by the talented Hungarian director Noemi Barkoczi had its international premiere at this year’s 
Sarajevo Film Festival.

Details

Screenplay: Noemi Barkoczi | Animation: Noemi Barkoczi, Orsolya Hegedus, Eszter Szabo | Editing: Noemi 
Barkoczi | Cast: Gabor Csore | Music: Barna Szoke | Sound: Barna Szoke | Produced by: Eva M Toth – 
Budapest Metropolitan University

second hand
Noemi Barkoczi, 2016, Hungary, 5 min
Produced by: Eva M Toth

Dutch prem
ière
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An Oscar-winning short film about a young girl who is forced to either stand up against a corrupt system or 
fit quietly into it.

Synopsis

Zsofi is struggling to fit in at her new school – singing in the school’s famous choir is her only consolation. 
But the choir director may not be the inspirational teacher everyone thinks she is… Zsofi and her new 
friend Liza decide to teach their teacher a lesson. Based on a true story, the film follows an award-winning 
school choir and the new girl in class facing a tough choice: to stand up against a corrupt system, or to fit 
quietly into it. Dealing with themes of ambition, rejection and solidarity, this powerful, beautiful film 
directed by Hungarian filmmaker Kristof Deak, gained immense international success and won numerous 
prestigious awards, including an Oscar for Live Action Short at this year’s Academy Awards.

Details

Screenplay: Kristog Deak, Bex Harvey, Christian Azzola | Cinematography: Robert Maly | Editing: Mano 
Csillag | Cast: Dorka Gasparfalvi, Dorottya Hais, Zsofia Szamosi | Music: Adam Balazs 

SING 
Kristof Deak, Hungary, 2016, 25 min
Original title: MINDENKI | Produced by: Anna Udvardy, Kristof Deak - Meteor Filmstudio

 short films - discovering great South-Eastern European talent

Anna, an ambulance doctor, arrives at a night call which brings back her painful past and challenges her 
moral compass.

Synopsis

Anna, an ambulance doctor, stands in line for absolution in a church in Kiev. As her turn nears, she goes 
over the recent tragic events in her life in her mind. Her child has been run over and killed by a drunk 
driver, a rich and well-connected man. Escaping justice, he turns up at the child’s funeral, offering Anna 
cash as a way of asking her forgiveness. A few years later, Anna is – by a chance of fate – called to the 
man’s house to resuscitate him after a heart attack. A short film by Christina Tynkevych, a Ukrainian 
director who studied film in London at the University of the Arts and University of Westminster. Her short 
documentary ‘’Kraina’’ has received a lot of festival attention and was long-listed for the Oscars 2017.

Details

Screenplay: Christina Tynkevych, Kevin Pacey | Cinematography: Nikita Kuzmenko | Editing: Abolfazl 
Talooni | Cast: Anastasia Karpenko, Stanislav Boklan, Fatima Gorbenko, Taras Kobevka | Music: Marina 
Elderton | Sound: Justin Dolby | Produced by: Alla Belaya, Kamile Dementavicuite, Christina Tynekvych - 
Toy Cinema

SOLATIUM
Christina Tynkevych, Ukraine/United Kingdom, 2016, 10 min
Produced by: Alla Belaya, Kamile Dementavicuite, Christina Tynekvych

Dutch prem
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Charming and light, but sharp and powerful, well-acted film on the endeavors of a family living a powerful 
conflict between generations. 

Synopsis

Old Mr. Tosovsky has knocked down Mrs. Parizkova by a car. His daughter Zuzana is boiling with anger and 
takes the car keys away from him to prevent him from further driving. On one hand, Zuzana solves the 
problem with her father, but on the other, she antagonizes her mother Jana, who is planning a trip to a 
remote cemetery to do the spring-cleaning. After a quarrel with her daughter, Jana decides not to leave 
the things as they are..

Details

Screenplay: Simon Stefanides, David Semler | Cinematography: Tomas Frkal  | Editing: Matej Slama, Simon 
Stefanides | Sound: Anna Jesenska | Cast: Tereza Brodska, Lubos Vesely, Tomas Turek, Jana Vilimkova, 
Jaroslav Vilimek, Miloslava Otcenaskova

THE COLLISION 
Simon Stefanides, Czech Republic, 2016, 13 min
Original title: NEHODA | Produced by: Zuzana Hadravova - FAMU

Dutch prem
ière

 short films - discovering great South-Eastern European talent

A fascinating documentary about a retiring professor who owns 115 rotten vintage cars, and his and his 
wife’s fantasy of opening a museum in a small uneventful town. Premiered at the prestigious Hot Docs in 
Toronto where Steven Spielberg said it’s one of the best documentary in years.

Synopsis

Dionis is a retiring biology teacher with a passion and a dream. He owns over a hundred rusty old cars, 
most of which don’t even work, and every night he sleeps next to them, dreaming of turning this unusual 
collection into a large museum. His passion and his dreams come with a price. Every night his younger wife 
sleeps alone and by day she makes ends meet by making wedding and birthday cakes. While dreaming of 
his project, surrounded by decaying cars, it is exactly in these piles of rust that Dionis finds the joy of 
existence. “Avec l’amour” is a simple story, but also a larger than life portrayal of the universal human saga 
represented through this old man – its love, its life. After its world premiere at Toronto’s Hot Docs, the film 
was part of DOC.Fest Munich and Sarajevo Film Festival documentary competition.

Details

Cinematography: Dragan Pakovski, Samir Ljuma, Ilija Cvetkovski, Sotir Ivanovski, Dimo Popov, Jane Jankov 
| Editing: Atanas Georgiev | Cast: Dionis Pashlakov, Grozdanka Pashlakova | Sound: Aleksandar Gjorgevic, 
Zoran Prodanov, Ivica Jankulovski, Viktor Atanasov | Music: Foltin

AVEC L’AMOUR
Ilija Cvetkovski, Macedonia, 2017, 66 min
Produced by: Atanas Georgiev – Trice Films 

Dutch prem
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This documentary by Zaza Rusadze shares a light on the 1983 hijacking of a commercial flight from the 
Georgian capital Tbilisi by a group of amateurs with good intentions.

Synopsis

Participants, victims and their families share memories on the event that led to a loss of several lives. 
Although a group of young people who grew up under socialist regime envisioned hijacking as a simple 
way out of this Soviet satellite country, the journey turned tragically wrong. What might have seemed as 
an easy escape for a small group, turned into a nationwide catastrophe, following the Army’s overreaction. 
It is still a topic of fierce debate and a bitter pill to swallow for Georgian society even 30 years later. This 
same event is also covered in the fiction film “Hostages”, also screened at this year’s edition of the Eastern 
Neighbours Film Festival.

Details

Screenplay: Zaza Rusadze | Cinematography: Levan Pataraia, Jutta Trankle | Editing: Angela Wendt, 
Tamuna Karumidze | Sound: Sascha Starke, Achim Heillmann | Music: Nikakoi | Produced by: Susan 
Schimk, Jorg Trentmann 

BANDITS 
Zaza Rusadze, Germany, 2003, 52 min
Produced by: credofilm; ARTE, RBB, HFF “Konrad Wolf”

Dutch prem
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Through the stories of seven men, some of whom lived during the Communist regime in Hungary, 
documentary maker and activist Maria Takacs offers an intimate peek into the lives of gay man in this 
difficult historical period.  

Synopsis

Elderly gay men are sharing their memories with young Hungarian gays, picturing how it was to live under 
constant surveillance, surrounded by intrigues, when being denounced as a gay was enough to get locked 
up in a prison. In a very personal way, they open important topics such as same sex marriage and children 
adoption by same sex couples. This documentary is not only a record of past times, but a vivid reminder to 
current European societies about the suffering of minorities in the times of repression.

Details

Screenplay: Maria Takacs | Cinematography: Trencsenyi Klara, Szonyi Istvan, Vizkelety Marton, Michel | 
Editing: Eva Palotai | Cast: Laner Laszlo, Nadasdy Adam, Palfi Balazs, Palos Attila, Rakias Ferenc, Takacs 
Bencze Gabor, Tolgyesy Zoltan, Banach Nagy Milan, Hanzli Peter | Music: Jiri Kaderabek | Produced by: 
Julianna Urgin - Eclipse Film; Pavel Plesak - Czech TV, Civil Works Association

HOT MEN COLD DICTATORSHIPS 
Maria Takacs, Hungary/Czech Republic, 2015, 98 min
Original title: MELEG FERFIAK, HIDEG DIKTATURAK | Produced by: Julianna Urgin - Eclipse Film

Dutch prem
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A dreamlike documentary of a splendid and cruel Belarus, stuck between a place of fear and hope. Winner 
of a Special Mention at this year’s Visions du Reel in Nyon.

Synopsis

Belarus, Winter 2015. The omnipotent president Lukachenko is starting his campaign looking for a 5th 
mandate. Meanwhile Kostia celebrates his 18th birthday and gets ready to vote for the first time. He takes 
us around in his village and among his relatives as they all try to understand and conceive their country 
and their future. “Mayskaya Street” is the second documentary by Gabriel Tejedor, an independent print 
and radio journalist who works for Radio Télévision Suisse (RTS).

Details

Screenplay: Gabriel Tejedor | Cinematography: Joakim Chardonnens | Editing: Christine Hoffet | Sound: 
Gabriel Tejedor, Nicolas Binggeli; Martin Stricker

MAYSKAYA STREET 
Gabriel Tejedor, Switzerland, 2017, 70 min
Original Title: RUE MAYSKAYA | Produced by: Xavier Derigo - IDIP Films

Dutch prem
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A woman’s fight for freedom against century-old customs, the clash between tradition and change in 
Kosovo.

Synopsis

A rebellious Kosovar midwife fights for acknowledgement from her family which has always lived by 
century-old Albanian traditions based on male-dominance. Her longing for respect and appreciation is set 
against the background of a transforming society where the role of these old customs, written up in ‘‘The 
Kanun’’, is changing and people search for their own position in this new reality.

Details

Screenplay: Danielle Bremer | Cinematography: Martijn van Beenen | Editing: Danielle Bremer | Produced 
by: Edon Rizvanolli - 1244 Productions, Asfalt Films

LORD OF THE HOUSE
Danielle Bremer, Kosovo/The Netherlands, 2017, 54 min
Original title: ZOTI I SHPISE | Produced by: Edon Rizvanolli

documentaries open debates
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Highly amusing and multi-awarded documentary about two Polish friends who decide to open a snail 
farm that could bring them millions.

Synopsis

The French are outraged! Every other snail on their table comes from Poland. The snail industry is growing 
and Polish breeders are exporting their snails not only to France or Italy, they are also conquering China 
and Japan. The “snail coin” popularity convinces two friends, Andrzej and Konrad, to start their own farm 
that will bring them millions. Their guide into the snail world secrets is Mr Grzegorz Skalmowski, a 
long-time expert also known as the “Snail King”. The film won the Silver Eye Award at Jihlava IDFF, the 
Audience Award at GoShort and a Special Mention at Traverse City FF in USA.

Details

Screenplay: Grzegorz Szczepaniak | Cinematography: Daniel Wawrzyniak, Marek Kozakiewicz | Editing: 
Wojciech Janas | Music: Mikolaj Majkusiak | Sound: Paulina Bochenska | Produced by: Adam Slesicki, 
Zuzanna Krol, Grzegorz Szczepaniak, Piotr Gochnio - Wajda Studio 

SNAILS 
Grzegorz Szczepaniak, Poland, 2015, 30 min
Original title: SLIMAKI | Produced by: Wajda Studio

Dutch prem
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An unusual and poetic archive short documentary revealing the absurdities of changing ideologies in 
Ukraine.

Synopsis

A spiritual session with the ghosts of symbols of the USSR. The film presents the dawn and the twilight of 
idols and the curious afterlife of history`s ghosts. Inspired by laws adopted in 2015 by the Parliament of 
Ukraine to condemn the Communist totalitarian regime and ban the use of its symbols. Ironic 
documentary about the farewell to the phantoms of the USSR in Ukraine. Latest short film by Svitlana 
Shymko, an independent director from Ukraine who works on the development of social, political and 
feminist topics in documentary cinema. The film premiered at the UK’s biggest documentary festival 
– Sheffield Doc/Fest – and got a Special Mention at the DOCU Days UA.

Details

Screenplay: Svitlana Shymko | Editing: Viktor Onysko | Sound: Roman Gomenyuk | Music: Andor Sperling

THE FALL OF LENIN 
Svitlana Shymko, Ukraine, 2017, 11 min
Original title: LENINOPAD | Produced by: Yulia Serdyukova, Svitlana Shymko

Dutch prem
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Bosnian-Dutch journalist Mustafa Hadziibrahimovic reveals an inside story about the unusual Bosnian 
sport club whose amazingly passionate members won the European, World and Olympic Championship.

Synopsis

Getting wounded during the war, losing a leg, recovering, playing sitting volleyball and finally becoming 
European, World and Olympic champion with the national team. This is the story of the national sitting 
volleyball team of Bosnia and Herzegovina and their passion, motivation and struggle. 
An impressive documentary about visible and less visible injuries, about facing limitations in life, but never 
giving up. A story of reconciliation and overcoming traumas through sports and friendship. 

Details

Screenplay: Mustafa Hadziibrahimovic | Cinematography: Muhamed Kahrimanovic | Editing: Gaston Walle | 
Music: Nihad Hrustanbegovic, Nerko Hadziarapovic, Dzenan Selmanagic, Merima Kljuco | Sound: Mustafa 
Hadziibrahimovic

WOUNDED GOLD
Mustafa Hadziibrahimovic, Netherlands/Bosnia & Herzegovina, 2016, 50 min
Original title: GEWOND GOUD | Produced by: Sanne Vermaas - Evariste Film Producties

documentaries open debates

A compelling drama questioning how much we truly know about the people in our lives. With wonderful 
performances by famous Romanian actor Andi Vasluianu and talented newcomer Voica Oltean. 

Synopsis

After the tragic death of his cameraman which he indirectly caused, the reporter Alex Mazilu has to make 
an in-memoriam reportage covering his life. Three days before Christmas, in a small town on the Black 
Sea coast, Alex puts together puzzle pieces of this man’s life, all seen through the eyes of his troubled 
15-year-old daughter. Trying to redeem the dead father, he slowly starts taking his place. A psychological 
journey of redemption that turns into a coming-of-age experience for a 35-year-old famous news 
reporter who, in a crucial moment of his life, discovers that things have somehow taken a wrong turn. This 
third feature film by Iulia Rugina was selected for Karlovy Vary IFF, where actress Voica Oltean received a 
Special Mention for the Best Newcomer for her performance.

Details

Screenplay: Ana Agopian, Oana Rasuceanu, Iulia Rugina | Cinematography: Vivi Dragan Vasile | Editing: 
Catalin Cristutiu | Cast: Andi Vasluianu, Voica Oltean, Dorin Andone, Ioana Flora | Sound: Alexandru 
Dumitru, Florin Tabacaru

BREAKING NEWS 
Iulia Rugina, Romania, 2016, 81 min
Produced by: Oana Giurgiu, Bogdan Craciun, Tudor Giurgiu

inside their minds. The tone is dark, yet never melodramatic. Death triggers the exploration of 
life.  

The film does not give verdicts, it asks questions that should linger in the viewer’s mind at the 
end of it. What would a stranger make out of what’s left behind when we’re gone? Or, as one 
of the lines in the film states, “If I died tomorrow, what would they say on TV about me?”.  

 

PRODUCTION  NOTES 

 

Script 

Breaking News was supposed to be Iulia Rugină’s first feature film. It's a story that has changed 
a lot along the years, growing and transforming itself together with the team of three 
scriptwriters and friends.  

The first draft of the script was written in 2007, just after Iulia’s graduation. But many 
rewritings followed, therefore filming took place when draft no. 14 was ready. Initially, Alex 
Mazilu was not a reporter but a news producer and the story was very different. Simona 
Paraschiv, the teenager's character, appeared only in draft no. 10.  

Knowing that the budget will probably be a small one, they tried to keep the balance between 
the action, the characters and the locations. The main documentation was made in the PRO TV 
(commercial television) newsroom, where they talked to reporters and news editors. Though 
the importance of the news has somehow dropped in the structure of the film, the research 
period was very important for the whole film.  

Dutch prem
ière

Romania: 10 years later
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With a lot of humour and critical thinking director Serban Georgescu investigates the disastrous business 
model of a group of farmers in a Romanian village. Could an outsider do a better job at selling the same 
crops? To answer this question, he temporarily becomes a farmer himself, giving the film more insights 
and a delightful authenticity.

Synopsis

In the Romanian village of Lunguletu, 1.000 farmers sit on their tractors filled with 100.000 tons of 
cabbage, waiting for customers at the local market. At the end of the day they either sell for almost 
nothing, or destroy their crops. Intrigued by getting 1 ton of cabbage for just 20 euros, townie Serban 
decides to spend one year in the village and work the land, to see why these people are in deadlock and if 
there is another possible solution. ‘Cabbage, potatoes and other demons’ is a satire of current realities in 
agriculture in Europe narrated by the director himself. From the inside and in a self-ironical tone, the film 
tells the story of a village that got stuck in between the past and present.

Details

Screenplay: Serban Georgescu | Cinematography: Bogdan Slavescu | Editing: Serban Georgescu | Music: 
Vlad Blindu | Sound: Alex Iosub | Produced by: Alex Iordachescu, Serban Georgescu, Heino Deckert

CABBAGE, POTATOES AND OTHER DEMONS
Serban Georgescu, Romania/Germany, 2016, 60 min
Original title: VARZA, CARTOFI SI ALTI DEMONI | Produced by: Elefant Film, Kolectiv Film, Ma.ja.de. 
Filmproduktion

Dutch prem
ière

romania: 10 years later

A touching short documentary. The film encapsulates for posterity the hopeless beauty of an animal 
market, a soon-to-disappear micro-world from Eastern Europe. 

Synopsis

A centuries old tradition – animal markets in Romania face an unsure future. The times are changing, 
industrial agriculture is gradually replacing small-scale farming and the market becomes the scene of the 
fight for survival of the Romanian traditional farmer. The camera looks around the market in fixed frames, 
observing farmers in their efforts to sell their animals. The time passes slowly, the buyers are scarce and 
the cold weather is not helping. People fill up the time with conversations about farming, love, disease and 
getting old. A film about the last days of a dying culture.

Details

Cinematography: Jesse Tuenter | Editing: Editor Andreea Dumitriu, Efin de Landmeter, Marijke 
Noordegraaf | Sound:  Andreea Dumitriu, Tom de Smit

WHEN TIME LOSES PATIENCE
Andreea Dumitriu, The Netherlands/Romania, 2016, 21 min
Produced by: Andreea Dumitriu, Hogeschool voor de Kunsten Utrecht

Romania: 10 years later
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focus

BORDERS
Europe is going through a lot of changes, one of the most urgent issues being 
the arrangement of shelter for the many immigrants, especially in the 
Southern and Eastern European regions. Borders are being re-visited in 
Eastern Europe, they are purposely being built to distinguish a line between 
Here and There; between Us and Them. 

Borders are boundaries, they are not an invitation to come and connect, they 
are a clear sign of limitations. They make a clear line between Those Who 
Belong and Those Who Don’t Belong. That is why our FOCUS this year is 
called BORDERS: we refer to the real borders outside and around us, borders 
that we confront crossing territories, but also those we encounter within 
ourselves, facing our inner demons, fears and disappointments. In several 
quite poetic and meditative films we observe how we deal with others, but 
also with ourselves. 

Among 11 films in our FOCUS program, we present the impressive works of 
several newcomers but also several very exciting works by known film 
directors from South East Europe. Interestingly, half of the films in our 
program are directed or produced by female film practitioners that are more 
and more concurring the world of cinema in SEE part of Europe.

FILMS CONFRONTING BORDERS
THE LOCK by Bujar Alimani/Erand Sojli, Albania, 
2016, 22 min. Dutch premiere. 
Synopsis on page 23 
BORDERS by Damjan Kozole, Slovenia, 2016, 
10 min. 
Synopsis on page 18
SALADE RUSSE by Eileen Hofer, Switzerland, 
2017, 26 min. Dutch premiere. 
Synopsis on page 21
CESKE VELENICE INFINITY by Jan Gogola, 
Czech Republic, 2004, 26 min. 
Synopsis on page 19
THE DAWNS OF DONBASS by Nataliia Pogudina, 
Ukraine, 2017, 19 min. Dutch premiere. 
Synopsis on page 22
LOST EXILE by Fisnik Maxhuni, Switzerland, 2016, 
29 min. Dutch premiere. 
Synopsis on page 20

FILMS  BORDERS WITHIN US
 A TWO WAY MIRROR by Katarina Zrinka 
Matijevic, Croatia, 2016, 42 min. Dutch premiere. 
Synopsis on page 25
A NEW HOME by Ziga Virc, Slovenia, 2016, 14 min. 
Synopsis on page 24
SOTTO by Ina Ferlan, Slovenia, 2016, 10 min. 
Dutch premiere. 
Synopsis on page 29
BLUE PETER by Marko Santic, Croatia/Slovenia, 
2016, 14 min. 
Synopsis on page 26
INVISIBLE by Amra Mehic, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina/Hungary, 2016, 6 min. 
Dutch premiere. 
Synopsis on page 27

focus

Romania: 
10 years later
In past ten years Romania changed significantly. Since the country became a 
member of the European Union in 2007, its post-communist process of 
change speed up and became harsher. It was difficult for the people to adjust 
to this new reality. But Romanian citizens still stand by the necessity of the 
EU partnership and European values. In some sectors of the economy the 
structural changes imposed from Brussels were intense. For some groups – 
such as farmers – they were even the end of life as they knew it. But 
however painful, unfair, or even absurd some of the concrete measures have 
been, it is an ongoing process of bringing Romania into a present that is 
larger than its own borders.

Looking back, this was a time when the country changed at a slow pace, 
while its cinema became the respected New Romanian Cinema. This type of 
filmmaking is generally assimilated to narratives and aesthetics defined as 
social realism with a pinch of dark humour. Established authors like Mungiu, 
Puiu, Muntean or Porumboiu, have set the standards high with films that 
generally tackled heavy themes of the Ceausescu and post-Ceausescu era. 
And they did it in an exceptionally profound, original and touching manner, 
ringing upon Romanian a level of overwhelming international recognition 
and praise. Their work opened a path now taken by new voices, a so-called 
second wave of filmmakers. They produced films that often reflect the new 
realities of current Romania. And it’s precisely a selection of such films that 
we are excited to have the opportunity to show at ENFF: a glimpse at what 
today’s Romania is like through it’s fresh, new cinema.

FILMS
BREAKING NEWS by Iulia Rugina, Romania, 2016, 81 min. Dutch premiere. 
Synopsis on page 47
CABBAGE, POTATOES AND OTHER DEMONS by Serban Georgescu, 
Romania/Germany, 2016, 60 min. Dutch premiere. 
Synopsis on page 48
WHEN TIME LOSES PATIENCE by Andreea Dumitriu, The Netherlands/
Romania, 2016, 21 min. 
Synopsis on page 49
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Wine
tasting
Thursday 2 November
17.00 hours | free admission
Filmhuis Den Haag

sunday 5 November
15.30 hours | free admission
Filmhuis Den Haag

This year we take a wine tour through Central and 
Eastern Europe. Come and taste eight different 
quality wines from countries that are also part of 
the film festival. Not only the cinema of our 
Eastern neighbours is becoming more popular 
every year, also the centuries-old wine culture is 
flourishing. During this wine tasting you will get an 
impression of what the region has to offer today. 
In addition, you will learn more about several 
indigenous grape varieties, still unfamiliar in rest 
of Europe.
 
The wine tasting is brought to you by AndereWijn 
– a wine webshop stocked with many wines from 
the neighbouring Eastern European countries. 
Every year they taste hundreds of wines, out of 
which they choose the best. 

Visit their website: www.anderewijn.nl

AndereWijn

talk pro
HOW TO GET NOTICED?
Saturday 4 November
17.00 - 18.00 hours | free admission
Filmhuis Den Haag

The European film landscape is rich, broad and 
complex. How to get noticed with my first or 
second short film or documentary? How to solve a 
dilemma – whether I need a distributor or a sales 
agent? How to get one? What is the A.B.C. of the 
professional coproduction scene?

For who: ENFF guests film makers, those coming 
from the East and Southeast of Europe, Dutch 
film students and Dutch young film makers
With whom: Mercedes Martínez-Abarca, film 
programmer/film industry advisor.

Get kick-started in the film industry at ENFF!

brunch with...

MIRJANA KARANOVIC
Saturday 4 November
11.30 hours | Filmhuis Den Haag
free admission

A meet and greet one of our ENFF VIP 
guests!  “For me acting is not just a 
profession, it is a part of me, the way I exist, 
the way I express myself as a woman, as an 
artist and a human being in general.”

SILVER SCREEN ICON OF THE BALKANS – MIRJANA KARANOVIC
The outstanding Serbian actress Mirjana Karanovic, who gained international 
fame in Emir Kusturica’s When Father was Away on Business (Cannes Palm 
D’Or, 1985) and starred in Grbavica by Jasmila Zbanic (Golden Bear at Berlinale 
2005), has played important roles in more than 30 films in former Yugoslavia 
and later on in many countries of the whole South-East Europe. Her incredible 
performance in the Swiss film Das Fräulein (2006) by Andrea Staka is also 
memorable and she had her directorial debut A Good Wife that premiered at the 
2016 Sundance Film Festival and won several big prizes. For the fourth time, 
Mirjana Karanovic is back at Eastern Neighbours Film Festival, now with her 
impressive role in Requiem for Mrs J, that premiered at Berlinale 2017. The film 
deals with one of the painful and unavoidable issues in Eastern Europe – social 
transition and economic crisis.

The director Bojan Vuletic commented about his collaboration with the teacher 
of acting, award-winning actress Mirjana Karanovic: “Mirjana is one of the 
greatest, leading actresses in the Balkan region. From the moment I started 
writing this script, I knew that she was the right actress for this role. Working with 
her is the best experience I’ve had so far in filmmaking. I learned a lot from her 
during the making of this film. Her experience is incredible and valuable. We 
went through the process together: talking about the script, rehearsals with 
other actors, etc. She was a great contributor, both as a professional and as a 
unique human being.”

Mirjana Karanovic is a great social activist. She is one of the founders of Incest 
Trauma Center, which provides psychological assistance to child and adult 
survivors of sexual violence and their supportive persons. She is awarded in 
Serbia with the prestigious Winning Freedom and Konstantin Obradovic awards, 
for promoting tolerance and human rights. 

You are welcome to join us at this special event!
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film in class

ENFF is back with an exciting new edition of Film in Class program! Schools 
and universities are invited again to take part in the educational program 
by screening our films in their classrooms, and students will visit Filmhuis 
Den Haag to watch amazing films and participate in masterclasses with 
distinguished guests, screenwriters and producers.

MY OWN PRIVATE WAR
This year’s Film in Class film is incredibly touching and personal documentary 
MY OWN PRIVATE WAR by Lidija Zelovic: a must-see for anyone who wants 
to learn more about their own place in the world. Dwelling into her own past 
and conflicting accounts of the war within her own family, Zelovic’s film tells 
us a much wider story than just one 
about how war in Bosnia changed 
her life for good. Searching for the 
truth, coming to terms with the past 
and finding a way to move forward 
is what Zelovic is trying to achieve 
during her difficult but liberating 
personal journey.

Screenings can be organised at 
schools or universities, where a 
guest speaker or a moderator will be 
present. The film and the detailed 
film guide are provided free of 
charge.

WHITE god
We also recommend students to come to Filmhuis Den Haag and watch 
this amazing award winning film: WHITE GOD, by Hungarian director Kornél 
Mundruczó (sponsored by the European Parliament). It’s a story about a 
relationship between humans and animals, and a brutal, beautiful metaphor 
for the political and cultural tensions sweeping contemporary Europe. Join this 
free screening and get a chance to talk to the scriptwriter Kata Wéber during an 
elaborate Q&A after the film. Synopsis on page 17.

Thursday 2 November at 16.00 hours | Filmhuis Den Haag | free admission: 
film and masterclass. Moderated by Prof. Nenad Fiser

Educational program for youth HOUSTON, WE HAVE A PROBLEM!
For students coming to Filmhuis Den Haag we have 
a special treat: Slovenian docu-fiction HOUSTON, 
WE HAVE A PROBLEM! by Ziga Virc, which brought 
him international recognition. It is a masterfully 
crafted film with an intriguing blend of reality and 
fiction that recreates recent history through the 
prism of conspiracy theories. The film is followed 
by a masterclass with the screenwriter Bostjan Virc. 
Synopsis on page 11.

Friday 3 November at 14.30 hours | Filmhuis 
Den Haag | 6 euro for the film and masterclass. 
Moderated by Prof. Nenad Fiser

EUNIC Day of Languages
Celebrating the European Day of Languages, annually on September 26, ENFF organises an exciting 
film and language program for young audience at Het Nutshuis, Den Haag. Through carefully selected 
short films from Eastern Europe and a lecture from a distinguished linguist from University of 
Amsterdam, youngsters will be introduced to Eastern European languages and learn more about them. 
Read more on page 56.

Friday 27 October at 15.00 hours | Het Nutshuis, Den Haag | For high school students, ages 12-17 | 
free admission

Flight for Freedom!
Last but not least, in cooperation with the Haarlem college, ENFF has a brand-new project: a 
one minute film competition on the subject Flight for Freedom! High school students across the 
Netherlands are invited to make 1-minute films and attend the screening of the top 10 in Filmhuis Den 
Haag when the winner shall be announced. The winner shall receive a valuable reward! 

For more information please visit: www.facebook.com/EasternNeighboursFilmFestival2017
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EDUCATION

EUNIC DAY OF LANGUAGES
Friday 27 October
15.00 - 17.00 hours | Het Nutshuis

For who: high school students 
Guest: Professor Radovan Lucic from the Universiteit van Amsterdam, 
Faculteit der Geesteswetenschappen, section Slavische talen en culturen

Verbal language and cinema language are both strong communication tools 
between people of the same or a different culture. In this program, we want to 
support learning about each other through getting in touch with different 
Eastern European languages. 

We learn about languages through the medium of cinema, telling stories of 
different cultures, exciting backgrounds, trying to notice the distinctive sounds 
of a certain language, melody and linguistic belonging. 

Five shorts with different languages
During this special event, we present five different short films spoken in one of 
the languages from Eastern or South Eastern EU countries. The young 
audience, youth from of the schools that we collaborate with, will select the 
language that is spoken in each of the films (multiple choice).

Lecture
After the screening, one of the festival’s special guests – professor Radovan 
Lucic, linguists – will review each film and each spoken language and will give 
the students basic knowledge about the languages. 

FILMS
SHOOTING STAR, Lyubo Yonchev, 2015, 28 min. Dutch premiere. 
Synopsis on page 28
SING, Kristof Deak, 2016, 25 min.
Synopsis on page 36
THE COLLISION, Simon Stefanides, 2016, 13 min. Dutch premiere. 
Synopsis on page 38
GOOD LUCK ORLO!, Sara Kern, 2016, 14 min. Dutch premiere. 
Synopsis on page 31
HEDGEHOG’S HOME, Eva Cvijanovic, 2017, 10 min. 
Synopsis on page 33

free screening

White GOD
Thursday 2 November  
16.00 hours | Filmhuis Den Haag | free admission

Kornél Mundruczó, Hungary/Germany/Sweden, 2014, 121 min 
Guest: Kata Weber, screenwriter and producer

A story about a relationship between humans and animals and a brutal, 
beautiful metaphor for the political and cultural tensions sweeping 
contemporary Europe. Join this free screening and get a chance to talk to Kata 
Weber, screenwriter and producer of this worldwide award-winning film, during 
an elaborate Q&A after the film. Synopsis on page 17.

About White God
In 2014 White God won the main prize of the Un Certain Regard program at 
Cannes Film Festival. Also, the film’s canine star won the Palm Dog Award for 
best performance by a dog. In 2017, Mundruczó´s newest feature Jupiter’s Moon, 
a story about Aryan, a Syrian refugee and his father, trying to make their way 
into Hungary from Serbia, was nominated for the Palme d’Or.

About Lux Prize
White God was one of the nominees for the European Parliament’s Lux Prize 
2014. The Lux Prize was set up by the European Parliament in 2007 and is 
intended to promote the European film industry and express shared European 
values. The European film industry encounters more difficulties than the 
American, especially due to the existence of many different language areas in 
Europe. Adapting movies in other languages is a costly process. The winning film 
of the Lux Prize is therefore, as a prize, subtitled in all official European Union 
working languages and screened in all EU Member States.

Lux Prize 2017
On November 15, the winning film of the 2017 competition will be announced 
and awarded in Strasbourg. Currently the following films are still included in the 
competition: Western, BPM (Beats per Minute) and Sami Blood. Read more 
about the Lux Prize here: www.luxprize.eu 

Watch this film for free on Thursday 2 November! After the film the European 
Parliament offers you the opportunity to reflect on the film with a 
complimentary drink. Reserve your ticket via Filmhuis Den Haag: 
call (070) 365 60 30. Collect your ticket(s) on 2 November at the cashier at 
Filmhuis Den Haag. We kindly request you to collect the ticket(s) 30 minutes 
before the film starts, because otherwise your reservation will expire.

Made possible by the 
European Parliament. 
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Win a trip 
to Montenegro!
by participating in the ENFF prize for the audience! All voters will 
enter into a random draw to win a trip to Montenegro with airfare 
for one and accommodations for up to two persons generously 
provided by BovenCA. Voting closes after the last feature film 
screening at Filmhuis Den Haag, on November 5. 

prize provided by BovenCA
The venue
You will stay in a spacious and comfortable mountain villa, the 
Celebic-BovenKuca. It is beautifully located, 100 m above the tiny 
village of Crhalj, in the unspoiled mountain area of north-eastern 
Montenegro. Crhalj belongs to the municipality BijeloPolje; 
co-ordinates: 42.58.675 N; 19.55.271 E; 1050m above sea level.

What to do in Crhalj
During your 7-day stay you will be provided with all the information 
about what you can do and where you can go. Your host Sevda will 
guide you for 2 days (4-8 hours per day), take you to visit traditional 
tourist attractions or hidden villages only Sevda knows about. 
Hiking, cycling and horse-riding enable you to visit places outside 
the beaten path, but if you want to you can rent the resort’s jeep. 
You will encounter and appreciate the famous Balkan hospitality 
and Balkan culture and breathe the cleanest air there is.

For more information visit www.originalmontenegro.com

audience prize

Exhibition 

Sjećam se/I remember
Memories and dreams for the future of Bosnian-Dutch youth

1-5 NOVEMBER 
Filmhuis Den Haag | Studio A

Since 1995, legal and liability issues associated with the genocide in Srebrenica 
dominate the public debate in the Netherlands with little space for people’s 
own experiences from all over Bosnia-Herzegovina. During ENFF, Filmhuis 
Den Haag will feature the exhibition Sjecam se/I remember in which young 
Bosnian-Dutch share – in words and photographs – personal childhood 
memories and their perspective on the past and the future of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina twenty-two years after the war. They were all born in Yugoslavia, 
they all fled to the Netherlands as a child and all grew up with precious and 
painful memories of Bosnia’s culture and history. However, above all, they are 
individuals with their own memories, perspectives and dreams for the future.

This photo-exhibition presents the candid 
stories of Sala Besic, Daria Bukvic, Arnes 
Hadzikadunic, Inesa Jasarevic, Una Kreso, 
Vanja Saric, Ena Sendijarevic and Igor Vrebac. 
Laura Boerhout engaged in conversation with 
them in 2015 and worked together with them 
and photographer Claudia Heinermann for 
this exhibition and several public programs. 
Claudia works mainly on long-lasting 
documentary photo projects, related to the 
consequences of wars and genocides. She 
published amongst others the photo-book 
‘Enduring Srebrenica’ (2012) and ‘Wolfskinder. 
A post-war story’ (2015). Laura is doing research at the University of 
Amsterdam on stories and representations related to the post-Yugoslav space 
and is active in the educational and cultural scene to enable discussions on 
heritage and oral history. 

Texts of the exhibition are in Dutch, but translations of the texts will be 
available in English and B/C/S. The exhibition has been funded by vfonds, 
Friendship link Bosnia-Zwolle and Foundation Open Society Institute. We 
extend our gratitude to Inesa Jasarevic and Inga Kotlo (translations), Ella 
Gazibara and -SYB- (design).

Filmmaker Una Kreso, photo by C. Heinermann
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het nutshuis

Tickets: 
www.nutshuis.nl

Juni Cafe is open during enff!
www.junilekkernijen.nl

ENFF | EUNIC DAY OF LANGUAGES 

During this special event, we present students with five different short 
films spoken in one of the languages from Eastern or South Eastern EU 
countries. The screening is followed by a lecture from professor and 
linguist Radovan Lucic. More information on page 56.

        27 October 2017 | 15.00 - 17.00 hours 

EASTERN NEIGHBOURS DINNER 
Bar open at 18.00 hours, dinner strarts at 18.30 hours
Dinner + films: 20 euro presale/23 euro at the bar

The traditional Eastern Neighbours Dinner is back! 
Juni cafe presents a lousious Balkan buffet in a 
Gispy atmosphere. And there will be rakia, of 
course.

AFTER DINNER FILMS: 
MEET EASTERN EUROPEAN 
EVERYDAY HEROES
SNAILS by Grzegorz Szczepaniak, Poland, 2015, 
30 min. Dutch premiere
Highly amusing and multi-awarded documentary 
about two Polish friends who decide to open a snail farm that could 
bring them millions. Synopsis on page 44.
CESKE VELENICE INFINITY by Jan Gogola, Czech Republic, 2004, 
26 min. A charming, Svejkian farce involving great political dogmas and 
ideas about the return to Europe of formerly communist East Central 
European states. Synopsis on page 19.

        26 October 2017 | 18.00 hours 

SALADE RUSSE + MAYSKAYA STREET 

SALADE RUSSE by Eileen Hofer, Switzerland, 2017, 26 min. Dutch premiere
The story of Russian Perestroika laid on the table in a smart documentary that recently premiered 
at Vision du Reel, Nyon. Synopsis on page 21.	
MAYSKAYA STREET by Gabriel Tejedor, Switzerland, 2017, 70 min. Dutch premiere 
A dreamlike documentary of a splendid and cruel Belarus, stuck between a place of fear and hope. 
Winner of a Special Mention at this year’s Visions du Reel in Nyon. Synopsis on page 43.

WOUNDED GOLD by Mustafa Hadziibrahimovic, The Netherlands/Bosnia and Herzegovina, 2016, 
50 min. Guest: Mustafa Hadziibrahinovic
Bosnian-Dutch journalist Mustafa Hadziibrahimovic reveals an inside story about the unusual 
Bosnian sport club whose amazingly passionate members won the European, World and Olympic 
Championship. Synopsis on page 46.

SHORTS BY EASTERN EUROPEAN FUTURE MASTERS 

BORDERS by Damjan Kozole, Slovenia, 2016, 10 min.
A powerful and poetic one-take short of a real event happening on the Slovenian border. The film 
has won the Human Rights Award at Sarajevo Film Festival 2016 and the main award as the best 
short Slovenian film. Synopsis on page 18.
BLUE PETER by Marko Santic, Croatia/Slovenia, 2016, 14 min. Dutch premiere
Confronting, well directed, awarded short film about the clash between the professional duty and 
the human conscious of a young police officer. Synopsis on page 26.
INVISIBLE by Amra Mehic, Bosnia and Herzegovina/Hungary, 2016, 6 min. Dutch premiere
An artistic angle towards the consequences of the global refugee crisis on a human level. Synopsis 
on page 27.
THE FALL OF LENIN by Svitlana Shymko, Ukraine, 2017, 11 min. Dutch premiere
An unusual and poetic archive short documentary revealing the absurdities of changing ideologies 
in Ukraine. Synopsis on page 45.
PLASTIC FLOWERS by Ylljet Alicka, Albania, 2016, 30 min. Dutch premiere
A film that aims to sensitize today’s Albanian society to rediscover kindness and love between 
people coming from different backgrounds. Synopsis on page 34.

        28 October 2017 | 18.00 hours 

        27 October 2017 | 19.30 hours 

        28 October 2017 | 20.00 hours 

The program in this unique cinema space focuses on films that 
stand as a barometer of a society where they are made. All of the 
our five film slots, with all together 15 documentaries and short 
fiction films, present engaging topics that might have been 
overlooked or are completely unknown. Come and join us in 
Het Nutshuis!
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enff on tour

19.00 hours. REQUIEM FOR MRS. J  by Bojan Vuletic, Serbia/Bulgaria/Macedonia/Russia/France, 
2017, 94 min. Synopsis on page 13. Tickets: www.kinorotterdam.nl

19.30 hours. CHASING A DREAM by Mladen Mitrovic, Serbia/Bosnia and Herzegovina/Croatia, 2015, 
137 min. Synopsis on www.enff.nl. Tickets: www.debalie.nl

	       24 OCTOBER 2017 IN DE BALIE AMSTERDAM

	       24 SEPTEMBER 2017 IN KINO ROTTERDAM

16.15 hours. SCREAM FOR ME SARAJEVO by Tarik Hodzic, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 2016, 95 min.
Synopsis on page 14. Tickets: www.rialtofilm.nl

	   28 OCTOBER 2017 IN RIALTO AMSTERDAM

19.00 hours. ALL THE BEST by Snjezana Tribuson, Croatia, 2016, 100 min. Synopsis on www.enff.nl. 
Guest: Snjezana Tribuson. Tickets: www.hoogt.nl

	   29 OCTOBER 2017 IN ‘T HOOGT UTRECHT

MY AUNT IN SARAJEVO by Goran Kapetanovic, Sweden, 2016, 58 min. Synopsis on page 7. 
Tickets: www.lanotte-filmnacht.nl

	   24 NOVEMBER AND 1 DECEMBER  2017 DURING LA NOTTE FILMNACHT
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AndereWijn

partners and sponsors

BovenCA

And a great thank you to all the embassies and other partners 
who generously contribute to ENFF and help make this festival a success!

A NEW HOME�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
A TWO WAY MIRROR��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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HOUSTON, WE HAVE A PROBLEM!������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
INVISIBLE�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
LORD OF THE HOUSE��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
LOST EXILE����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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PLASTIC FLOWERS�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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SCREAM FOR ME SARAJEVO��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
SECOND HAND�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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SNAILS�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
SOLATIUM������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
SOTTO������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
THE COLLISION�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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ENFF team

Management
Rada Sesic

Igor Lesic 

Communication
Sampaguita Wisse 

Mariana Hristova

Program and production support
Gaby Brinkman 

Tanja Matic 
Oana Stupariu 

Alma Imamovic-Ivanov 
Zeljka Ferencic

Iva Jankovic
Corina Burlacu

Milica Milic
Nenad Fiser 

Art and design 
Sander van Heukelom

Nena Sesic-Fiser - location design

Eastern Neighbours Film Festival is a project of 
Stichting Hotmix

Laan van Meerdervoort 1136
2555 CA The Hague

Board
Ferenc van der Sluijs

Allard de Zwart 
Merijn Pancras

all films at enff have english subtitles

tickets: 
www.filmhuisdenhaag. nl

www.nutshuis.nl

COLOFON

stay informed via www.enff.nl and facebook.com/easternneighboursfilmfestival

STAy INFORMED vIA www.ENFF.NL AND FACEBOOk.COM/EASTERNNEIgHBOURSFILMFESTIvAL
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THE BEST RECENT FILMS 
FROM EAST AND SOUTHEAST EUROPE

THE BEST RECENT FILMS 
FROM EAST AND SOUTHEAST EUROPE

1-5 November Filmhuis Den Haag
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