








BORDER CROSSING

Agnieszka Chmura, Poland, 2019.
Synopsis on p.44

BOUNDARIES

Yuliya Shatun, Belarus, 2019.
Synopsis on p.45

COMMUNITY GARDENS

Vytautas Katkus, Lithuania, 2019.
Synopsis on p.47

CAMOUFLAGE

Aleksandra Swierk,
Poland, 2018.
Synopsis and image on p.46

CREW 3,14

Denis Pavlov, Russia, 2019.
Synopsis on p.48

NUIT

Alexander Bayer/Grzegorz Kielawski,
Austria, 2018.
Synopsis on p.49

THEN COMES THE EVENING

Maja Novakovic, Serbia/Bosnia
and Herzegovina, 2019.
Synopsis on p.51

PRIPYAT PIANO

Eliska Cilkova,
Czech Republic, 2019.
Synopsis and image on p.50
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ONLINE MASTERCLASS BY DRAGOS TUREA

E————.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11*
16:00 hours

The director from the Republic of Moldova
Dragos Turea will reflect on his documen-
tary GRADINA SOVIETICA / THE SOVIET
GARDEN, done in a coproduction of Ro-
mania and Moldova.

The masterclass will be moderated by Otto
Boele — senior lecturer on Russian cinema
and literature at Leiden University.

The documentary unveils a secret project
of the Soviet government, at the time led
by Nikita Khrushchev, to transform Mol-
dova into an experimental garden of the
Soviets. The strictly classified experiments
were trying to find out how nuclear parti-
cles (atomic energy) can be used for ge-
netic manipulation that would bring enor-
mous harvests that would feed the nation.

Synopsis on page 29.

DIRECTOR’S BIO

Dragos Turea was born in Chisinau, Mol-
dova in 1980. Graduated in 2004 from the
Chisinau Academy of Music, Theatre and
Arts with a Master’s Degree in Film Direct-
ing. He made his debut with the documen-
tary “Vasile Mamaliga”, awarded with the
debut prize of The Union of Filmmakers from
Moldova in 2007. He worked as a producer
for Publika TV, Prime TV, Jurnal TV (2007-
2015). In 2010 he started his biggest project
to date, the feature-length documentary fim
production “'The Soviet Garden”.
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MASTERCLASS BY SAMIR LJUMA

E————.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9%
18:30 HOURS

Louis Hartlooper Complex, Utrecht
Q&A + Masterclass

The screening of HONEYLAND, Macedo-
nian thought-provoking film with marvel-
lous photography, will be accompanied by
the director of photography Samir Ljuma,
who will give the masterclass after the
screening.

Visually stunning, compelling and master-
ly narrated, this must-see epic makes us
ponder over the delicate balance between
nature and humans. The first documenta-
ry ever to receive Oscar nomination in two
categories at this year’s Academy Awards.
A beautiful and miraculous celebration of
living with nature, and a celebration of the
Eastern European documentary cinema.
Full synopsis on page 23.

FESTIVALS & AWARDS (SELECTION)
Academy Awards, USA 2020 — Oscar nom-
inee | Sundance Film Festival, 2019 — World
Cinema Documentary Grand Jury Prize, Spe-
cial Jury Award, Cinematography Award | Sa-
rajevo Film Festival 2019 - Audience Award
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SREBRENICA IS DUTCH HISTORY

E————.

ENFF proudly took part during the whole
month July of 2020 in the Dutch cultural
platform ‘Srebrenica is Dutch History’, ini-
tiated and organized by 4 Bosnian/Dutch
young women: Arna Mackic, Daria Bukvic,
Emina Cerimovic and Ena Sendijarevic, all
active in the Dutch cultural sector.

"The overarching goal of the campaign is
to raise awareness in Dutch society about
the genocide in Srebrenica, the role that
the Netherlands has played in that trage-
dy, and its 25th commemoration. We hope
to mobilize political and societal actors to
anchor awareness about this history in dif-
ferent public spaces of Dutch society.”

As a part of the program, together with
IDFA presenting feature-length documen-
taries, our festival ENFF curated 4 compel-
ling short films made by 4 female directors
from the Balkan region — the renowned
Jasmila Zbanic and upcoming talents Sa-
jra Subasic, Hanna Slak, Ines Tanovic.

RED RUBBER BOOTS

Jasmila Zbanic | Bosnia and Herzegovina |
2000 | 18 min | In this film by Jasmila Zban-
ic a Bosnian mother looks for the red rub-
ber boots of her son, who was kidnapped
during the war.

STACK OF MATERIAL

Sajra Subasic | Bosnia and Herzegovina |
2018 | 7 min | A young, Bosnian filmmak-
er is on a mission: to make a shot of her
parents’ house, who were forced to leave
their home during the war. But her mission
proves more complicated than expected.

SCREENS

Hanna Slak | Germany- Slovenia | 2013
| 8 min | Every year, on the 11th of July,
newly identified bodies of victims are bur-
ied during the commemoration in Potocari.
Screens, umbrella’s, parasols are used to
protect oneself from the sun, the camera’s
and unwanted gazes.

A DAY ON THE DRINA

Ines Tanovic | Bosnia and Herzegovina
| 2010 | 17 min | It’s august 2010. During
the repair of the turbines of a hydroelectric
power plant, body remains of more than
250 incomplete skeletons are found.
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LIVE TALK - WOMEN’S POWER

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12*
17:00 HOURS

ENFF brings strong female line-up in this
year’s special program Women’s Power
(p.57) and Cinema as a Form of Cultur- ANTONETA
al Memory (p.60) in which we highlight KASTRATI
several true stories that got acknowl-

edgement in remarkable films that were
recently made.

Join the Live Talk with the filmmakers An-
toneta Kastrati from Kosovo (the direc-

tor of Zana, p.20), Dana Budisavljevic

from Croatia (the director of The Diary KATALIN
of Diana B., p. 18) and Katalin Barso- BARSONY
ny from Hungary (the director of How Far

the Stars, p. 24).

The webinar will be moderated by Margje

de Koning, director of Movies That Mat-

ter Festival. The link to the live talk will be

published on ENFF online channels. DANA

BUDISAVLJEVIC
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® STAY ® SAFE ®

ENFF KICK-OFF PROGRAM:
SHORT TAKES ON CORONA TIMES

Nothing is as usual all around us. We are all in a certain lockdown with our lives for
more than half a year. The fragility of planning is probably perceived by all of us.
Yet, there is one interesting feature of life that stands out in this challenging time:
the COVID-19 crisis has taught us is to look deeper into the value of small everyday
rituals, of human communication and behaviour. These almost impossible working
conditions brought to the surface dozens of short films around the world in which
active, poetic and sharp minds of film directors created engaging, somewhat funny,
thought-provoking shorts. We are bringing a few of them, made by young directors
from the Southeast Europe and Caucasus in this year’s ENFF Kick-Off program —
SHORT TAKES ON CORONA TIMES.
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CURFEW

Adi Selimovic, Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Synopsis on p.38

CURFEW STORY

Dunja Subasic/Uros Dimitrijevic, Serbia.

Synopsis on p.39

GOOD MORNING AFTERNOON
EVENING

Mari Gulbiani, Georgia.
Synopsis on p.40

HOME

Tanja Brzakovic/Jelena Bosanac,
Germany/Serbia.
Synopsis on p.41

PERSON

Suncica Ana Veldic, Croatia.
Synopsis on p.42

WHAT DAY IS IT

Luka Marcetic, Slovenia.
Synopsis on p.43
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ENFF KICK-OFF PROGRAM:
MEET THE TEAM AND WATCH A GREAT FILM

The Eastern Neighbours Film Festival has from the very beginning paid special attention
to the selection of short films. By putting in the limelight this particular film form, we give
space to new talent, young filmmakers who are brave enough to divert from the common
and the known, to enter the exciting world of exploring new cinematic challenges, fresh
narrative structures, eager to enrich the already existing film language. More than ever,
it is obvious that the short films explore the territory of introspection and intimacy; they
silently observe and sharply comment. More than ever, we need this kind of art that helps
us understand the private and the public, the material realm as well as the world of ideas.

Because of the depth that short films pursue, the directors must make far different deci-
sions when it comes to story structure, characters and conflict choice, than those who
construct a longer film narrative. We have chosen 8 films of makers who dared to be
uncommon, intimate, open and sharp.

Many of our selected shorts we believe to signify the advent of future film masters, but
at the same time we screen films of already recognized directors who after working on
fiction features, find again excitement in the short form. In this year’s selection half of
the shorts are made by big masters who already won numerous awards, while the other
half introduces fresh names and new talents. We are especially excited about presenting
films of several strong female voices.

Films by known directors are AIRBORNE by the internationally respected Jasmila Zban-
ic from Bosnia and Herzegovina (whose films won many awards a.o. Berlinale main prize
for ‘Grbavica’), that speaks of her husband’s fear of flying, a trauma connected to the
four-year siege of Sarajevo.
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The Romanian film SORRY by the well-known Sinisa Dragin (winner of Rotterdam Tiger
for ‘Every Day God Kisses Us on the Mouth’), is a self-financed, beautifully shot, poetic
film that explorers the notion of human connection.

Another film by an experienced author is THE LOVER by renown Macedonian director
Igor Ivanov, who after making numerous fiction feature films (ENFF screened also Piano
Room) is now applying alternative aesthetics in his short film.

A real veteran of the short film is the Montenegrian Viadimir Perovic. His film OUR LA-
DY’S PEACE had the world premiere at Sarajevo FF and will have now its international
premiere at ENFF. Perovic is one of those makers who nourishes a tradition of short film
aesthetics, in which words and dialogue are more in the background, celebrating a pure
language of cinema in image and sound.

Next to the experienced directors, we have newcomers like Macedonian directors Vanja
Dimitrova and Natasa Dimitrevska who tackle relevant issues of justice and human free-
dom in LOCKED STORMS. They filmed in a space where they were allowed to shoot
just for a few hours.

New female voice from Kosovo More Raca, whose feature fiction debut was premiered in
Sarajevo last summer, made her impressive film AJO that tackles the position of women
in the Balkans.

STICKER by Georgi M. Unkovski from Macedonia had its world premiere at the presti-
gious Sundance festival and very eloquently pictures the Kafkaesque state of bureau-
cracy in the Balkans.

The very versatile video artist and filmmaker from Croatia Renata Poljak is internationally
known for her rather alternative narrative style. In her film YET ANOTHER DEPARTURE
she interestingly enters the exciting fusion of personal and collective memory, including
the story of an ex-Yugoslav navy ship.

All short films are introduced by one of our festival team members.
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AJO

More Raca, Kosovo, 2018.
Synopsis on p.30

AIRBORNE

Jasmila Zbanic,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, 2019.
Synopsis on p.31

LOCKED STORMS

Vanja Dimitrova/Natasha Dimitrievska,
North Macedonia/The Netherlands,
2019.

Synopsis on p.32

OUR LADY’S PEACE

Vladimir Perovic, Montenegro, 2020.
Synopsis on p.33

SORRY

Sinisa Dragin, Romania, 2016.
Synopsis on p.34

STICKER

Georgi M. Unkovski, North Macedonia,
2019.
Synopsis on p.35

THE LOVER

Igor Ivanov, North Macedonia, 2018.
Synopsis on p.36

YET ANOTHER DEPARTURE

Renata Poljak, Croatia, 2019.
Synopsis on p.37
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ENFF ON TOUR
|

ENFF loves its festival goers and every year, the Festival comes to its audience in
different cities, visits different cinema houses, offering a rich program of films, guests,
music and Balkan snacks. This year, due to the COVID-19 crises, our On Tour program
has been minimized and shaped accordingly with the prescribed safety measures.

RIALTO

September 26", Amsterdam
THE PIG

Dragomir Sholev, Bulgaria, 2018.

Shy, chubby 13-year-old Rumen is being
bullied by his classmates at school. His
teachers are no help at all, they just
ignore him. He has learned never to
respond to insults and name-calling,
hoping to be completely invisible. But
one day his bullies go too far, and
Rumen strikes back. With far-reaching
consequences. Awarded as the best
Bulgarian film of 2019.
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LAAKTHEATER

The Hague
MY GRANDPA IS AN ALIEN

Marina Andree Skop/Drazen Zarkovic,
Croatia, 2019

The audience’s favourite film of last year.
An extraordinary adventure of a girl and
a robot on a mission to save her partly
alien family. This fun to watch sci-fiction
family tale is a touching children’s film
about friendship, love and family.

LOUIS HARTLOOPER COMPLEX

December 9%, Utrecht
HONEYLAND

Tamara Kotevska, Ljubomir Stefanov,
North Macedonia, 2019

Nominated twice for an Oscar and winning
dozens of awards worldwide, Honeyland
is the most successful documentary film
in the Balkans ever. Strong character and
compelling story, brilliant photography
and well narrated story, makes this film
memorable and admired by audience
on all continents. The screening of this
phenomenal film will be accompanied
by Q&A with the director of photography
Samir Ljuma who will give the masterclass
after the screening.



PARTNERS AND SPONSORS

m RIALTO

THEATER

LOUIS movies
HARTLOOPER BovenCA
COMPLEX matter

75



ADay OnThe Drina .....cocuivieiiiiiieii e 67

A Dose Of Happiness .....ccoeuiiiiiciiiiee e 7
AYear FullOfDrama ........covieiiiiiiieiiecrere e 21
AGa'SHOUSE ... 8
AITDOINE ..o 31
A O e 30
AV aE e e 9
Border CroSSiNg ..c..ccuveuiieiieieie et 44
Boundaries. ... 45
Community Gardens........ccccuiviuiiiieiiiiee e 47
Camouflage ....oeeieiee e 46
CreW 3,14 e 48
CUMBW. e 38
CUITEW STOIY i e 39
Father ..o, 10
FUIl MOON e 11
Good Morning AfternoonEvening.........cccocvveiiiiienennnes 40
Heat SiNgers ... 22
HOME e 41
Honeyland ... ..o 23
How FarTheStars ..o 24
IfOnly Dreams Came True ...couvneniiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee e 25
INVISIBIE Child .....eeeicie e 26
Locked STOIMS .....ivuiiiiiiieie et 32
MaAre ... 12



N T PP 49
(O] 1o Bl T 01T = PP PPPT 15
Our Lady’s PEACE .....ceuiiiiiieieeee e 33
PersSON ..o 42
Pripyat Piano ......oeoeie e 50
Red Rubber Boots .......oouiiiinii e 67
Rock’ n’rollEAdie ......c.veviiiiiie e 16
ST o Y/ S 34
ST e] ¢=1=T o 1 PP PRPPR 67
SIPENKA ..o 27
Stack Of Material .......ccciiiiiiiii e 67
SHCKET e 35
Stories From The Chestnut Woods .......cccociiiiiiiiiiiinnnen. 17
The Diary Of DianaB. .....cccoiiuiiiiiiiiiiieeieeeee e 18
The Golden Girl ....cc.eiiuiiii e 28
THE LOVEL et 36
THE SON e 19
The Soviet Garden ........ccooeviiiiiiiiii e 29
Then Comes The Evening ......cooeuviiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 51
Yet Another Departure .......cccoeviiiiiiiiiieeeeeas 37
What Day IS 1 ..o 43



ENFF TEAM

Festival Director
Rada Sesic

Managing Director
Kostana Banovic

Production
Gaby Brinkman
Kristina Daurova

Production Support
Corina Burlacu
Maarten Savelkoel
John Bosters

Stefan Pavlovic

Intern
Gijsje Mulder

Programing

Rada Sesic (Artistic Director)
Kristina Daurova (New Talents)
Stefan Pavlovic (New Talents)

Technical Department
Igor Lesic

Film Coordination
Oana Stupariu

Volunteer Coordination
Alma Kofrc

PR
Tessa van Roon
Stefan Pavlovic

Eastern Neighbours Film Festival
is a project of Stichting artTrace,

Utrecht, The Netherlands

TTR4
o Ce

()

% .
%unqatio®

Social Media
Mariana Hristova
Sophie Tiedemann

Catalogue

Rada Sesic

Zeljka Ferencic

Corina Burlacu
Mariana Hristova
Oana Stupariu

Alma Imamovic-lvanov
Kristina Daurova

Tanja Matic

Elsa Court

Website

Igor Lesic

Zeljka Ferencic
Milan Krstanovic

Design
Anna Trofimenko

Interior Design
Nena Sesic-Fiser

Photography
Mladen Pikulic

Videography
Alma Imamovic-lvanov

Trailer
Drazen Kranjec

ALL FILMS AT ENFF HAVE ENGLISH SUBTITLES

TICKETS: WWW.ENFF.NL



STAY INFORMED.
FOLLOW US!

@easternneighbours

@ easternneighboursfilmfestival

@ EasternNeighbours

EASTERN
NEIGHBOURS

—— —— ——
1,5m 1,5m 1,5m

FESTIVAL



